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here described took effect in 1810; since when,
Chundoo Lai has managed all the affairs of this
state, while Mooneer ool Moolk passes his time in
consulting astrologers, and the Nizam, partly
from ill-hximour, and partly from indolence and
imbecility, refrains wholly from intermeddling.
As the necessary result of such a system, the
British influence assumed from this time forward
a more confirmed character: the efficient minister
was wholly dependent on its aid for the enforce-
ment of his daily measures and orders; and
through him the resources and means of the state
took whatever direction was pointed out by our
representative at the court. Chundoo Lai *was
naturally distrustful of the military establishment
of the Nizam, and of the chiefs, who wasted the
revenues of the state under the system of assign-
ments for its maintenance. Hence he readily
adopted a suggestion, which the inefficient state of
the contingent gave us the excuse for offering, and
consented, as a means of reforming this force* to
raise battalions, to be officered and disciplined like
British sepoy regiments* In 1814 there were
two brigades of this description, whose services,
when not required in the field as a contingent,
were most useful in collecting the revenues, and
aiding the civij administration; and whose exist-
ence gave to the Nizam's government ft strength
independent of the British subsidiary force, thus